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John D. Finley was born in McAlester, Oklahoma, and mo
ved to Goleta in 1977. He earned a Bachelor of Music degree from 
Oklahoma Baptist University; an S.T.M. from St. Athanasius 
Academy of Orthodox Theology; and a Master of Arts in musi
cology from the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Very Rev. Fr. John D. Finley is attached to the altar of St. At
hanasius Orthodox Church in Santa Barbara, CA. Ordained to 
the priesthood in 1997, and elevated to the rank of archpriest in 
2004, he has been an active field staff member of the Depart
ment of Missions and Evangelism for the Antiochian Archdio
cese of North America since 1996, establishing numerous mis
sion churches in the US and Canada. His career includes music 
performance, conducting, and composition; piano tuning; aca
demic lecturing, teaching, and administration; published wri
tings; and parish leadership.

Fr. John is a staff member of the Antiochian Ortho
dox Christian Archdiocese, serving as Chairman of the De
partment of Missions and Evangelism since 2016 (https:// 
www.missionsandevangelism.com/). He is the Vice-Chair
man of the St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology 
(https://www.saaot.edu/). Current Projects and Research In
terests: Parish Renewal and Revitalization Resources for the 
Antiochian Department of Missions and Evangelism, Life and 
Works of St. Nicholai Velimirovich, Curriculum Development 
for St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology.

* * *

Nemanja Radulović is a Full Professor of folk literature at the 
Department of Serbian Literature, Faculty of Philology, Univer-
sity of Belgrade. His research interests are folk narratives, Old In-

Nicholai Studies, Vol. III, No. 5 (2023): 171–174.
DOI: https://doi.org/10.58199/nicholaistudies/ns.2023.3.5.171-174

Read Online

Notes



172

Nicholai Studies, Vol. III, No. 5 (2023): 171–174

dian tales, and esotericism. Books published: Slika sveta u srps-
kim narodnim bajkama (2009) [The world image of Serbian fairy 
tales], Podzemni tok. Ezoterično i okultno u srpskoj književnosti 
1 & 2 (2009; 2020) [An underground current. Esoteric and occult 
in Serbian literature]. Edited volumes: Esotericism, Literature and 
Culture in Central and Eastern Europe (2018); Studies on Western 
Esotericism in Central and Eastern Europe (together with Kar-
olina Maria Hess, 2019); Disenchantment, Re-enchantment and 
Folklore Genres (with Smiljana Đorđević-Belić, 2021); Indija i 
srpska književnost (2021) [India and Serbian Literature]; Dimitri-
je Mitrinović. New Perspectives (2022).

Radulović is a member of ISFNR (International Society for 
Folk Narrative Research) and ESSWE (European Society for 
the Study of Western Esotericism). He is a member of the Ed-
itorial Board of the Philologia Mediana journal. ORCID iD:  
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6572-0787.

* * *

Nemanja Andrijašević is a doctoral student at the Faculty of 
Orthodox Theology, University of Belgrade, where he also gra
duated and obtained a Master’s degree. The field of his scientific 
interest and research includes: the life and work of Professor Dr. 
Đoko Slijepčević, the history of the Serbian Orthodox Church in 
the Federal Republic of Germany and Africa, and the religious 
life of Orthodox Serbs in the German camps from 1941 to 1945. 
ORCID iD: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4598-5304.

* * *

Budimir Kokotović finished the Prizren Theological Semi
nary of St. Cyril and Methodius in Niš in 2006. He graduated 
from the Faculty of Theology of St. Vasilije Ostroški in Foča, 
University of East Sarajevo, in 2011. He was a religious teacher 
in Belgrade from 2009 to 2017. He was ordained as a deacon in 
2017, and served as the Secretary of the Diocesan Administra
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tive Board and Church Court of the Diocese of Gornji Karlo
vac from 2017 to 2021. He is an employee of the Library of the 
Serbian Patriarchate since 2021. Published books: Schematism 
of the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of Banat (2013), Orthodox Bis
hop Sergije Kaćanski (1813–1859) (2017), Burial Sites of Hierarchs 
of the Gornji Karlovac Diocese (2018), Good Shepherd of Gornji 
Karlovac Diocese Simeon Zloković (1911–1990) (2020), My God, 
in You I Trust: Saint Hyero-martyr Sava (Trlajić), Bishop of Srem 
and Upper Karlovac: 1884–1941 (2022) [all of these books are 
published in Serbian].

* * *

Ljupka Katana is an academic researcher in political science, 
diplomacy, and soft power issues. She is a candidate for a Ph.D. 
in Political Science at the University of Belgrade. In 2012 she was 
awarded a Master’s degree in multidisciplinary studies of Politi-
cal Science and Security (terrorism and organized crime) from 
the same University. Katana has published and reviewed papers 
in the journals of the Institute of Political Studies in Belgrade.

Her published works, among others, include: “Contribution 
of Bishop Nicholai Velimirovich to the Construction of the Ser-
bian Orthodox Identity” and “The Influence of Orthodoxy on 
State Politics: the Example of Serbia Nemanjic and Russia of the 
Romanovs.” Ljupka Katana is from Čajniče (Bosnia and Herze-
govina) where she lived until 1996 before moving to Belgrade.

* * *

Dušan Đaković is a priest of the Diocese of Raška and Priz-
ren of the Serbian Orthodox Church. He enrolled in the Theo-
logical Seminary School of St. Cyril and Methodius in Prizren 
in 1999 and graduated in 2003 in Niš. Having acquired his pri-
mary theological education, he continues his further theologi-
cal studies in Belgrade and Athens. He graduated from the Fac-
ulty of Theology at the University of Belgrade in 2009. At the 
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same faculty, he defended his master’s thesis in contemporary 
theology entitled Christocentrism of Theology According to Jus-
tin Popović and Henri de Lubac: Reexamining the Question on 
the Christomonism of Western Theology. In two different peri-
ods, he was a religious teacher in Valjevo from 2007 to 2008 
and several primary schools in Novi Pazar in 2012. By the deci-
sion of the Holy Synod of the Serbian Orthodox Church in Bel-
grade, in September 2012, he was appointed to the position of 
professor in the Theological Seminary School of St. Cyril and 
Methodius in Prizren, where he also served as the Secretary of 
the Seminary. He was ordained to the rank of deacon in 2015 
and a priest in 2017. In 2019, he enrolled in doctoral studies at 
the Faculty of Theology of the National and Kapodistrian Uni-
versity in Athens. He is finishing his work on a doctoral disser-
tation entitled Christological and Pneumatological Basis of Or-
thodox Ecclesiology, According to Saint Justin of Ćelije (Popović). 
ORCID iD: https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1085-0300.

* * *
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